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Source: 
University of Florida Digital Collections 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/uf00047719/00009 
 
Florida Militia Muster Rolls, Seminole Indian Wars 
Volume 9 
Published from original material by the Florida Department of Military Affairs 
Images 112-113 of 131 
 
Of Note: 
In the pension application for John J Weeks, the Acting Commissioner of Pensions requests that the Auditor of 
the War Department “…furnish a statement of the service of John J. or John Weeks.” He notes, “Service is also 
alleged in Captain Sparkmans Co. Aug 22 to Nov. 26, 1840.” 
 
In response, the Auditor sends back the following statement: “The muster roll of Capt. S.L. Sparkman‘s Co., 
Florida Vols reports John Weeks, Jr., and Sr., privates, enrolled Aug. 22, 1840, at place not stated, and discharged 
Nov. 29, 1840, at Lancaster,  E. F.” 
 
In an affidavit dated February 1, 1899, given by John J Weeks as part of his pension application, he states, “I 
afterwards enlisted in Captain Sparkmans Comp. under my own name John Weeks, whether as Junior 
I can not say - but my Father also named John Weeks Sr. was also a member of same company. I do not  
know whether my Father could write or not. I could not. The reason I sign my name John J. Weeks  
now - & for six or seven years past, is to keep my affairs & mail from being mixed up with that of my nephew, 
also John Weeks, after he came here to live. My Father John Weeks died about 1853 at Tampa Fla, his age was 
close to 60 years. I do not know of anyone living who served in same companies except my Brother Madison 
Weeks, who is now incapable of giving any intelligent answers; & whose affidavit you received some eight or ten 
months ago.” 
 
Shortly thereafter, the Chief of the Record and Pension Office, returned the following to The Commissioner of 
Pensions: “John Weeks, Sr., and John Weeks, Jr., were each enrolled and mustered into service August 22, 1840, 
as a private in Captain S. L. Sparkman‘s company, Florida Mounted Militia, Florida war, and were mustered out 
with the company, as a private, November 29, 1840, at Lancaster, Florida.” 
 
At the conclusion of the review, John J Weeks was granted a pension and was credited with the following 
service:  
“Service Shown by Record. 
Enlisted Sparkmans Co. Aug 22, 1840 -- Honorably discharged Nov. 29—1840” 
 
The original muster roll for Captain S.L. Sparkman has not been obtained by this researcher (multiple negative 
searches).  But the derivative source attached above does correlate with the information reported in the 
pension application of John J Weeks. 
 
Conclusion: 
John Weeks, Sr, John Weeks, Jr, and Madison Weeks all served as privates in Captain S. L. Sparkman‘s company, 
Florida Mounted Militia, during the Second Seminole War.  They were mustered out with the entire company, as 
privates, November 29, 1840, at Lancaster, Alligator Settlement, East Florida. 
 
John Weeks, Sr is the father of John Weeks, Jr and Madison Weeks. 
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