
 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
Source of images above: 
“The Copeland Papers” 
Naples Public Library on Microfilm 
 
Research notes by D. Graham Copeland from the 1940’s. 
 
Digitized and made available by Vera Christine Kirkland via her blog 
(http://www.naplesnative.com/CopelandPapers.htm) where she notes: “A little background about "The 
Copeland Papers". I found this information on microfilm at the public library in Naples, Florida while I was doing 
some genealogy research. The actual records are much larger than I have here, and go into the very early history 
of Florida. I wanted to copy what I thought would be helpful to me, but the stories were so fascinating that I just 
kept copying. There is quite a bit of information about many families who lived in the Collier County area during 
the late 1800's, early 1900's. The information is compiled from books, newspaper articles, county records and 
family histories written by some of the earliest residents of Collier County. At the time, I really had no idea who 
compiled this information. I knew that Charlton Tebeau, who wrote many books about Florida, has a series of 
books that are part of "The Copeland Studies in Florida History". I had also read that one of the counties earliest 
settlers, David Graham Copeland, wrote an unpublished history of early Collier County which Mr. Tebeau used 
as the basis for his book "Florida's Last Frontier, The History of Collier County". In the early 1970's, my aunt 
Gloria Durfey while researching Cape Romano and the artesian well that is located there, wrote to Mr. Tebeau 
and in his answer he told her about the Copeland Papers and that he had donated the research notes to the 
Historical Society and that is how they found there way to the library. The Copeland Papers, are part of his 
research notes. If you are interested in the early history of Collier County, or lucky enough to be part of one of 
the families mentioned in these papers, you will be amazed at the information found here. And who knows...you 
might be able to solve a few family mysteries. I know I did!” 
 
Source noted in the Copeland Papers (i.e., where Mr. Copeland states that he found the 
information): 
The only reference notes that this researcher has been able to locate regarding these paragraphs is a note by 
Mr. Copeland stating, “From Reference CCXXXV(f),” but no key has been located to explain what CCXXXV(f) 
represents.  There are quotation marks, so Mr. Copeland is either re-publishing something he found written 
somewhere else, or he is quoting an interview.  If any other researcher has knowledge of the details of this 
source, please contact me.   
 
Of Note: 
At one point during the interview or story, the author notes that it is 1870.  At another point, when talking to 
John Weeks, it is noted that it is 1869.  A review of the hurricane activity during 1869 and 1870 confirms that 
this trip and discussion must have occurred after “Hurricane Nine” a.k.a “Second Key West Hurricane of 1870” 
which hit the Florida mainland near Chokoloskee on October 20, 1870.  No other storm system made landfall in 
Chokoloskee in 1869 or 1870.  (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1870_Atlantic_hurricane_season#Hurricane_Nine and a 

negative search of the 1869 hurricanes).  John Weeks notes that he arrived in 1862 but has no concept of the 
current day or year.  He feels that 7 years in Chokoloskee is about right.  For him to have been there 8 years 
instead of 7 years would not be inconceivable.   
 
As of the time of this writing, no likely candidates for this John Weeks have been located on the 1850 or 1860 
Federal Census.  He has, however, been located on tax lists for Hillsborough County intermittently from the 
1840’s through at least 1858.  He married in Hillsborough County in 1852 to Deborah Tanner, but they divorced 
by 1856 (corroborating evidence in Hillsborough Cunty Tax Lists and John J Weeks Pension Application). 
  



 
This photo depicts, “Palmetto thatched hut houses” and water can be seen in the background: 
 

 
Palmetto thatched hut houses. 1870 (circa). State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory. 
<https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/25793>, accessed 1 May 2024. 
 
This researcher believes this would be very similar to the palmetto hut inhabited by John Weeks near the 
mouth of the Chokoloskee Bay.   
 
His stepdaughter Lizzie was the daughter of Sarah Mercer and Jacob Raulerson.  Sarah Mercer Raulerson was 
not a “widder woman” (i.e., “widow”) as noted by John Weeks.  Jacob Raulerson was alive and well when Sarah 
Mercer Raulerson left Hillsborough County with her daughters and John Weeks and traveled to Alachua 
County.  Jacob Raulerson survived the war and went on to live through the mid-1880s and even remarried.  As 
of the time of this writing, this researcher has found no divorce record for Jacob and Sarah Raulerson nor has a 
marriage record for John Weeks and Sarah Raulerson been located.  It is likely that they were never officially 
married as she was likely never officially divorced from Jacob Raulerson.  John and Sarah moved down to this 
primitive area and called themselves husband and wife and no one would have thought to question them.  This 
appears to be confirmed through negative evidence as his marriage to Sarah Mercer Raulerson was not 
included as part of his pension application, however his marriage and divorce to Deborah Tanner was included, 
as well as his marriage to Lizzie Raulerson.   
 
John Weeks specifically mentions a working relationship with the Santini brothers.  This further corroborates 
that the John Weeks who was baptized by a catholic priest J.L. Hugon and sponsored by Phillip and Mary 
Frances Santini is the same John Weeks as referred in this story within the Copeland Papers.   
 
  



A review of the 1870 Federal Census of Monroe County reveals the locales of many of the folks noted in this 
story.  William S Allen was the census enumerator: 

 
"United States Census, 1870," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-64V3-
V93?cc=1438024&wc=KL1V-SP8%3A518676601%2C518876101%2C519086901 : 8 June 2019), Florida > Monroe > 
Northward and eastward of Cape Roman > image 1 of 4; citing NARA microfilm publication M593 (Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). 
 



 
 
 
Conclusions: 
John Weeks lived on a creek in a palmetto hut on the Chokoloskee Bay around 1870.  He lived there with his 
stepdaughter Lizzie Raulerson and his daughters (and Lizzie’s half-sisters), Appilony and Sarah Jane Weeks.  
Their mother (Sarah Mercer Raulerson) died giving birth to Sarah Jane and was buried there on the homestead.  
Appilony was born in Alachua County and Sarah Jane was born in Chokoloskee Bay.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Sunni Mohammadbhoy on 28 May 2024 
ancestry.com username: sunnisearchangel 


